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The objective of the present study was to clarify the characteristics of nursing students by their academic year in
terms of their motivations, image of nurses, and career commitment. We conducted a questionnaire survey on 230
nursing university students from the first to fourth academic years. The result showed that students entered the
university with a sense of purpose that their admiration of nurses leads to the future occupation. Although family-
related factors had a strong influence on changes in students' wishes at the start of the school, as their academic
year advanced, students had more experience in clinical training, and factors associated with the training environ-
ment became more influential. As an image of nurses, we extracted three factors: “occupational autonomy,”

“interest,” and “emotional appeal.” When their image of nurses was compared based on the academic year, the
score of the first year was significantly higher than the third year for “interest” and “emotional appeal.” As they
learn more about nursing, they experience real hardship and difficulties. In addition, we compared the career com-
mitment of nursing students based on their academic year. There was no significant difference in any combination
of “emotional elements,” “computational elements,” and “normative elements.” The fourth-year students had
more experience with clinical training, yet they did not present a quantitative difference. This was probably de-
pendent on how students acknowledged nursing within their own experience. In the future, further study is neces-
sary including qualitative examination. In basic nursing education, devising support methods that consider
characteristics of each academic year consider the characteristics of each academic year are desired.
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